April 19, 2026
Third Sunday of Easter

PRELUDE (A Time for Quiet Meditation)
	Fantasy Prelude on an Easter Hymn	Gilbert M. Martin

WORDS OF WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP #643 
	Now Thank We All Our God	Nun Danket Alle Gott
(verse 1)
Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, who wondrous things hath done, in whom this world rejoices; who, from our mothers’ arms, hath blessed us on our way with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP (Adapted from Psalm 116) 
	One: 	I will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of the Lord. 
	All: 	I will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, 
	One: 	In the courts of the house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. 
	All: 	Praise the Lord! 

*GATHERING SONG #612	We Praise You, O God	Kremser

CALL TO CONFESSION (from 1 Peter 1:21) 
One: 	“Through Christ you have come to trust in God, who raised Jesus from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are set on God.”  When we confess, we name our sins and commit to turn toward the life God calls us into again.  With that in mind we join our voices in prayer:

UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Merciful God, even as we proclaim the saving life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we fail to see the living Christ in our midst.  We find ourselves preoccupied with our own success and well-being, forgetting your imperative to love our neighbor as ourselves.  We turn away from 
voices that challenge our way of thinking, choosing to justify our actions instead of examining our intentions.  Show us again how to live a resurrection faith that sees life and hope in the midst of death and destruction.  Transform our hearts so that where they are hardened toward you, neighbor and self, they may once again be filled with love and moved to actions of grace and mercy. 

(Time of Silence)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (from Acts 2:39)
	One: 	“For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.”  Receive the good news, Children of God, you are forgiven.
	All: 	Thanks be to God! Amen.

*Please stand as you are able. 
*SONG OF RESPONSE #643 
	Now Thank We All Our God	Nun Danket Alle Gott
(verse 3)
All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven, to Father and to the Son and Spirit now be given:  the one eternal God, whom heaven and earth adore, the God who was, and is, and shall be evermore.

*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
	One: 	Because we have peace with God through Christ, let us share this peace together.  The peace of Christ be with you.
	All: 	And, also, with you.

UNISON PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy Creator, reveal yourself to us in the reading and proclamation of your Word.  Give us ears to hear your voice, eyes that see you among us, and hearts that are willing to follow where you lead us.  In the name of Jesus the Christ, we pray. Amen. 

RESPONSIVE PSALM READING 	 Psalm 34:1-8
	One:	I will bless the Lord at all times; his praise shall continually be in my mouth.
	All: 	My soul makes its boast in the Lord; let the humble hear and be glad.
	One:	O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt his name together.
	All: 	I sought the Lord, and he answered me, and delivered me from all my fears.
	One:	Look to him, and be radiant; so your faces shall never be ashamed.
	All: 	This poor soul cried, and was heard by the Lord, and was saved from every trouble.
	One:	The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them.
	All: 	O taste and see that the Lord is good; happy are those who take refuge in him.

CHORAL ANTHEM	Jesus is Risen	Martin

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING 	
	Luke 24:13-18, 28-35	N.T. p. 85	

THE MESSAGE	“Walking Together”	Rev. Dr. John Wahl

UNISON CONFESSION OF FAITH (The Confession of Belhar) 
We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another; that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; that through the working of God’s Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought:  one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain.  That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity, and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted. 

*Please stand as you are able. 
CALL TO OFFERING
We take this time to reflect and recognize all contributions of time, talent, and treasure.  A basket is available for making monetary donations.

OFFERTORY	  Meditation on “Greenwell”	Gerald Peterson

*DOXOLOGY #816
	If Thou but Trust in God to Guide Thee	
		Wer Nur Den Lieben Gott
	(verse 1)
If thou but trust in God to guide thee, with hopeful heart through all thy ways, God will give strength, whate′ver betide thee, to bear thee through the evil days. Who trusts in God’s unchanging love builds on the rock that nought can move.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*SENDING SONG #252	Day of Arising	Raabe

*BENEDICTION

*CHORAL BENEDICTION	You Are My Strength	Jernigan

POSTLUDE	Trumpet Tune on “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”
		Andrew Tessman

	
*Please stand as you are able.	

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CFPCC Food Bank Needs
Please consider donating the following items to help stock the shelves at Chagrin Falls Park Community Center:
[image: Image result for food bank free clip art]
Ground beef, chicken, eggs, milk, fresh fruit and vegetables, macaroni & cheese, spaghetti sauce, pasta, Spaghetti O’s, snacks, or anything you would like to donate.

CFPCC is receiving donations at your car.  Someone will come out and retrieve donations.  You can, also, leave them in the blue donation bin in the Narthex. 

Pet Supply Drive – April 19 and 26
Payton Timmons is collecting blankets / other pet supplies for donation to Rescue Village!  As part of the Kenston High School National Honor Society, her project involves accepting donations for animal shelters.  If you have any blankets or other supplies, please let her know, or bring them into church for the next two Sundays.  Any donations are greatly appreciated!  Thank you!


Knitting For Others
Inviting all folks from 12-100 years of age, who like to knit or who would like to learn, to be a part of Valley's Knitting Group.
[image: 7 KNITTING CLIP ART ideas | knitting, clip art, knitting humor]
The group will meet Sunday, 12:00 – 1:30 p.m.:
April 26
	
This group has been busy knitting prayer blankets and shawls for members of our congregation.  It takes a lot of yarn to knit or crochet these items.  Many of us have made items in the past but have not used quite all the yarn.  Knitting for Others can use the leftover yarn to make items to share with others.  We are currently making items for babies and young children.  If you have any size-3 or 4 yarn that you will not be using and could share with Knitting for Others, we certainly would appreciate your donation.  Yarn can be left in the box marked “yarn” in the Library.  Thank you so much for your help.
        
For questions, please call one of our Co-Chairs, Beverly or Bev:
            Beverly Wahl                        Bev Keough
            502-553-7255                     330-888-5385

Community Meal	
	Tuesday, April 21
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The community-wide dinner is offered at no charge for anyone who is hungry, who is feeling stretched, or who might need to be reminded that they are loved.

Menu:  Vegetable lasagna, green salad, garlic bread, brownies

If you are interested in helping, we will be cooking meals from 9:30-11:30 a.m.; assembling from 3-4 p.m.; and distributing / delivering from 4-5:30 p.m.  In addition, if you would like to bake brownies (your recipe of choice) at home, please drop off by 10 a.m. on April 21st.

See the April Valley Voice or the Church website for the links to sign up to volunteer and for the meal.

Donations – Credit Card or Zelle
Credit card donations can be accepted on-line at the Valley Presbyterian website or through Zelle.  See Narthex for website and QR Code.
Check with your financial institution to see if they offer Zelle.  Zelle can be used for both donations and to pay for holiday flowers, VBS, books, etcVALLEY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
www.valleypresbychurch.org
VPC Guest Wifi Password:  VPC12345
17560 Chillicothe Road	Rev. Dr. John Wahl, Pastor	Heart of Valley Preschool
Chagrin Falls, OH  44023	Cell Phone:  (216) 287-2405	Heidi Cregar, Director
Phone:  (440) 543-1071	Email:  revjohnwahl@netlink.net	Phone:  (440) 708-2572
Email:  valleypc@netlink.net		Email:  hovcp@netlink.net
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________          
	Director of Music:  Nancy Sullivan           	Organist:  John Kautzman
	Liturgist:  Sean Bulanda	Greeter:  Glenna Pool


image1.jpeg




image2.jpeg




image3.png
#3Edih

Community Meal




