
“A Servant Song” 

Valley Presbyterian Church – December 11, 2022 

2nd Sunday of Advent  Rev. Dr. John Wahl           Isaiah 42:1-9 

In Isaiah, chapter 42, the prophet announces the presence of a servant who has 

been chosen by God; God’s spirit will come upon this servant in order to offer justice 

to the nations, to be a light to the world, to open blind eyes and bring prisoners out of 

bondage. 

This is one of four “Servant Songs” in Isaiah. Jesus took a portion of today’s 

reading as his text in the sermon offered in his hometown in Luke, chapter four; 

angering some in his congregation by telling them they were witnessing its coming to 

pass. 

One of the fundamental and fruitful tensions centers on whether the figure of 

the servant represents an individual or a community, an historical person (like a 

prophet or king) or all of Israel. Most Christians have seen the servant in personal 

terms, associated clearly with Jesus, the Messiah: his life and ministry, but especially 

his death and resurrection. Understandably, most Jews have instead gravitated toward 

the communal interpretation and see the nation of Israel as called to be a servant to the 

world, a light to other people.1 

 In this season of Advent, as we prepare for and anticipate Christ’s birth – the 

new thing that God declares is springing forth – we contemplate the possibility of who 

this servant was for people centuries ago, but also what it now can be. The remarkable 

thing we see here is how the prophet offers a vison of the world in which an 

individual or a group of people - even in the midst of brokenness, in spite of 

brokenness, and maybe because of the brokenness – will be a light to the nations. 

 The strength of the servant rests not in bluster, coercion, or violence, it is an 

exceedingly peaceful, quiet vision of creating change. “A bruised reed he will not 

break, and a dimly burning wick he will not quench.” This servant has compassion for 

broken and faint people; his goal is to uplift the vulnerable – to invite and encourage, 

to rehabilitate and restore – rather than attack the powerful. Acting gently and with 

compassion will not cause the servant to break; he is strong enough to withstand, yet 

vulnerable enough to understand and attend to the weak. 

                                                           
1 Tyler Mayfield from WorkingPreacher.com 



 The account of Jesus’ birth – which we sing about today – reveals God’s 

coming to us as a vulnerable infant, born in humble circumstances, far from the 

world’s center of power. In Jesus, God is among us, as one of us; a light to the 

nations, yes, but also new vision for those unable to see, release for those held in 

captivity. Helping, not hurting, those who are already wounded; taking by the hand 

those searching for guidance. 

 It should not be surprising then, that seekers like the wise men would play a 

part in this story. Travelling from afar, following the light of a star, they come to 

Bethlehem bearing gifts for this child. This light to the nations – though no more than 

an infant – has reached out and taken them by the hand. They arrive not to conquer or 

coerce, but simply to give their gifts and bow down to acknowledge that God has 

indeed come, that a new thing has sprung forth. 

 Sometimes, in our searching, we are hesitant to put our trust in such quiet, 

compassionate strength. As bruised reeds and dimly lit wicks, ourselves, we wonder 

whether justice can truly arrive in such a gentle way; one that will not hurt those that 

are already wounded. But this is exactly how the gospel unfolds – the Messiah will 

suffer, in part, for his gentleness, but the message goes on; it is lived out in a godly 

vision for peace on earth and justice for all; release to the prisoners and restored sight 

to the blind.2  

 Thus, while Christians may believe this Servant Song foretells the Messiah’s 

coming, it ultimately becomes a description for how followers of Jesus are called to 

act. The individual inspires, guides, and strengthens the ministry of the community. 

Like those wise men of old, we are called to discover those in vulnerable places, and 

share our gifts. God, who comes into the world so that a new thing – a new way of 

compassion and justice – can spring forth, will take us by the hand and guide us to the 

people and places we need to go. 

 This ministry of the servant is what it looks like when the spirit of God 

inbreaks anytime, anywhere – not just in ancient times. It means justice even for the 

most vulnerable. It offers compassion that requires no bluster and has no conditions. It 

is peace without collateral damage. These are the signs of Jesus’ birth, the gifts that – 

even amid the chaos and fragility of life – we can share. We become like the servant, 

even as we await his coming. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

                                                           
2 Amy Robertson and Robert Williamson, Bible Worm Podcast 


