
“Walking with God” 
Valley Presbyterian Church – November 11, 2018 

25th Sunday after Pentecost          Psalm 146:5-10 

Amber Balista            Micah 6:1-8 
 

Over the past weeks, we have been hearing the big story of God’s walk with his 

people, Israel. From the call of Abraham, to slavery in Egypt, through the wilderness to 

the promised land. Israel had great kings and become a great nation. We have come to the 

age of the Prophets, the Prophet Micah is in a time when a foreign power like Assyria is 

threatening the very existence of Israel. However, the biggest threat to Israel is that they 

have forgotten what God has done, and who God calls them to be. Micah brings a 

challenging reminder. Let us hear the word from Micah 6:1-8.  

This is a distressful image, God takes Israel to court. They must be confronted, 

and held accountable for walking in their own unjust ways, forgetting all about God’s 

good way. It would be reasonable to think that Israel wants to know why they are being 

confronted, and why they are losing with Assyria. They are God’s people after all- 

doesn’t that mean nothing bad should happen to them? This is how we sometimes think 

that God works, God loves us and is with us, but that doesn’t mean things will always go 

smoothly. In fact, God cares for Israel enough to be concerned for them.   

God is concerned enough to call upon the mountains to witness his confrontation 

with Israel. It is necessary that God confront them, offering an unmistakable reminder of 

his presence- a presence that is not abstract but near and particular. God is responding 

directly to his people, despite that they have forgotten his way. It is clear that the people 

have forgotten God, because they have not been living in God’s way at all. Instead they 

live with only their own interests in mind. Using power to take from others, accepting 

bribes, and making lives for themselves at the expense of innocent people. They would 

much rather listen to a prophet who prophesizes lies of wine. Encouraging the continued 

life of overabundance, at the price of the innocent. To go on hating good and loving evil. 

God comes to them with contention wanting to know, what has been asked of 

them that is such a burden? God has redeemed the people first, and asks that they 

continue to walk with God, in response. God has opened up the ability to respond with 

love, to God and other. Here, God reminds Israel, and us of the actions already taken on 

their behalf. God has not done just some little thing. When the people cried out as slaves 

in Egypt to be saved, God already had a plan. And he delivers them out of bondage in 

Egypt, through the wilderness- the dessert wilderness- and into the promised land. 

Keeping them safe from people who would seek to harm them. Instead making what 

would be a curse from King Balak of Moab, into a blessing. God has provided leaders 

who have been committed to God, and God’s people. Moses, Jacob, and Mirum. These 



are the saving acts of God. Still, God’s people have forgotten God. As God’s people 

today, we sometimes forget God too. I know that I do. In trying to seek out the 

successful, in-control life for ourselves, we can lose sight of God’s way – and the way to 

life that is really life.  

We busy our days, I do, I go about working, doing school work, but never quite 

enough, having conversations, going out to eat, continually trying to add new adventures 

or new cloths. Sometimes just watching T.V., or getting sucked down the rabbit hole of 

Facebook or the 24-hour news channel. All of this running really is like the White Rabbit 

of Alice in Wonderland- he is always late for something really important! What he is late 

for gets a bit lost. Underneath all this running about trying to get more done, to be more, 

to make a better life for myself. In all this business, something is missed. Sometimes, like 

the Israelites we don’t seem to get it. When schedules tend to be overbearing, it can be 

hard to keep God in mind let alone live in God’s ways. Still, in the space of having things 

that are really important and do need to be accomplished there are some things that do 

reorient us to God. One practice that asks me to slow down and suspend my to-do list, is 

weekly meditation. Once a week, with a small group, I meditate for just 20-minutes. I 

know it is not that much, but there have still been days when I feel this practice is just one 

more thing taking time I do not have. At times it leaves me asking how God could ask for 

my attention, when I am already so busy. 

The Israelites respond to God by also by asking, what do you want from us? A 

great sacrifice or act of worship? Like an offering of an annual salary or the perfect 

sermon? Maybe a million-dollar worship service with ten angelic choirs or 6,000 acres of 

land? Or like the passage says, “shall I give my firstborn child for my transgression?” 

Exaggerated surly, but there is a desire to stop the world from falling apart, to keep this 

life we have built up for ourselves. A particular worship or sacrifice to God should get 

God back on our side, if God would only tell us what sacrifice to make.   

Isn’t this how we sometimes come to God, asking what exactly God wants, so that 

I can get back to my busy life, back to not thinking much about God. Do not 

misunderstand here, we should call to God when we suffer, and when there is suffering in 

the world, absolutely. But the Israeli speaker in this passage is not crying out to God in 

pain, sorrow, hardly even in repentance. He is asking what HE can do to get God to do 

what seems good to him. The speaker here is responding as if they need to make perfect, 

abundant sacrifice to gain God’s favor. However, God already will not abandon his 

people- not then and not now. God is there even when Israel forgets God, even when they 

need to come before God with confession, asking forgiveness, even when they miss the 

point and still want to know what they can do to appease God. Despite that the people are 

so concerned with themselves they have forgotten to walk with God, the good news is 

that God has not forgotten them. Israel will be restored, in time. In Chapter 5 Micha says, 

a ruler will come who “shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord…and 

they shall be secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth, and he shall be the 



one of peace.” This contending with Israel, is not abandonment, rather it is a reminder of 

who God is and who God calls his people to be.  

Micah answers the people’s question for God. He tells them that they already 

know what is good. It is simple what the Lord requires, our very lives. God wants for the 

way we are in the world to be oriented to God. God asks for us to walk with God. It may 

be simple, but it is not easy. Like my 20 minute meditation it takes effort to walk with 

God. And that is just one small example. Micha reminds us what God asks of us. To “Do 

Justice, love kindness and walk humbly with your God.” Simple but not easy.  

 The word translated here as kindness, is the Hebrew word hessed. It is often used 

to refer to God’s loyalty to God’s people. The Common English Bible translates it here 

“faithful love.” It is a deeply committed kindness that goes beyond pleasantries. It 

requires a sharing of life that leads to looking at the world in a way that we cannot help 

but see the needs of our neighbor. It is a kindness that does justice.  

Walking humbly with God does not mean a timid self-deprecation. Rather to walk 

with God is to practice even the small parts of life in ways that we won’t forget it is God 

we walk with. So that we learn what breaks God’ heart, and it breaks our hearts too.  So 

that we are not about righteous actions, or getting more done- but we are attentive to 

people around us, attentive to the suffering and the violence that seem to be becoming so 

normal in our world. Seeking justice in partnership with God, means we are empowered 

by God to do good in the face of the suffering.  God, as the psalmist reminds us, executes 

justice for the oppressed, gives food to the hungry. The Lord sets prisoners free, opens 

the eyes of the bling, lifts up those who are bowed down, and loves the righteous. The 

Lord watches over the strangers; he upholds the orphan and the widow.  

Even now, as we are drawn into God’s story, we have the ability to respond to the 

grace of God in Jesus Christ by walking humbly with our God. We are called from the 

depths of who we are as God’s own people to join in God’s justice by orienting ourselves 

to God, living with faithful love. What God is doing in the world requires something of 

the Israelites of Micah’s time and it requires something of us.  

May it be so.  


