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For everything there is a season, and a time for every
matter under heaven. (Ecclesiastes 3:1)
Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
By the time you receive this, summer will unofficially “officially” be
here; whether you mark its onset by the end of the school year, the
passing of Memorial Day, or the beginning of June, summer
represents a different schedule, pace and outlook on life. It’s the
season for travel and transition, of sunshine and warmth, for
breaking forth in vibrant bloom and new adventures.
By the time you read this, I will, also, have gone to and returned
from my second residency week in my Doctor of Ministry program at
Dubuque (Iowa) Seminary. Since last May, I have been studying and writing about many new
ideas; I have been experimenting with some new spiritual practices; and I have gathered together
a Praxis (which means practice) Team to walk alongside me through the final two years of the
process. Thank you to Jim Cregar, Jeanne DeLaney, Tanya and Jordan Fouts, Dave and Marilyn
Rodenhausen and Becky and Hannah Yakovac who have agreed to sign on.
In the church, we change our rhythm during the summer as well: the Sunday School year comes
to a close, and we focus instead on Vacation Bible School; our choirs take a well-deserved break,
and we enjoy instead a variety of special music offerings; and many groups, such as our Women’s
Circle and the Board of Deacons, suspend meetings until fall arrives.
I am looking forward to my week in Iowa as an opportunity to take a deeper look at how God is at
work in the church and the world, and how we respond in this time and place. For, like a calendar
which is constantly moving forward, so is the mission and ministry to which we are called. May
this season be one where we are listening for the Spirit’s movement and respond, “Yes, and…”
Let the adventure begin!
In Christ,
Pastor John

7:30 a.m.

Thursdays
Men’s Prayer Breakfast in
Fellowship Hall

Sundays
10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary
11:30 a.m. Fellowship in Fellowship Hall
Sunday, June 3
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion /
Recognition Sunday

Please consider donating the following
food items to help stock the shelves at
Chagrin Falls Park Community Center:
Ketchup, mustards, relishes, mayo,
noodles for casseroles, charcoal, money
to purchase perishable items for
upcoming holidays.

Sunday, June 10
10:30 a.m. Chapel in the Woods
Sunday, June 17
10:30 a.m. New Members Received
12:00 p.m. Session Meeting (Library)

Date
1

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the
collection of items and packing of bags on
Sunday, April 29, for the 450 students (grades
Pre-K – 8) at FDR Academy of Cleveland.
What a great opportunity to work together and
to share some summer activities and snacks
before they went on summer break.
The Summer Sacks have been delivered to the
students at FDR Academy prior to the end of
their school year on May 24. May our prayers
and blessings be with them, and thank you to
everyone who gave so generously to this
project!

3
4
5
6
11
12
17
19
21
22
23
28
29

Name
Blaine Bush
Rourke McGrath
Trent Anderson
Hannah Yakovac
Lynn Fagerholm
Andrew Krause
David Pfouts
Larry May
Bill McLean
Dan Osborne
Michelle Brockett
Mark Fagerholm
Becky Yakovac
Donna Bush
Brennan Izzo
Jane Hall-Nemeth
Brad Weemhoff
Frank Casarona
Sharon Pfouts
Sam Anderson
Jim Cregar
Katie McGrath

May 19 & 20
Thank you to everyone
who participated in the
Valley Vision Retreat on
Sunday, April 29. Twentyeight members enjoyed a
few hours of worship, bible
study, dinner and rich
conversation. Feedback
from the retreat will be
used by Session members
in our future planning. In
the fall, we will continue
our Journey of Renewal by
focusing more intently on
relationships with our
neighborhood and wider
community.

The store is currently
receiving donations with
pick-ups on request.
Call the office for more
information.
The next open dates for
the store will be:
Saturday, June 16
(10 a.m. – 2 p.m.)
Sunday, June 17
(noon – 2 p.m.)

This summer and fall, Valley will be
partnering with other
churches in Lake and
Geauga Counties to
construct a new Habitat
for Humanity house in
Painesville, OH. Building a
Habitat home provides a great chance
for mission, fellowship and putting
faith into action. Each participating
congregation is asked to offer its
prayers, financial support and
construction volunteers. Dates for
groundbreaking and on-site building
will be announced soon.
Habitat provides a safe work site with
a construction manager, and all the
necessary tools and training to have a
great work experience. If you are
interested in volunteering, please
contact Elder Lois Urban or any other
members of the mission commission.

Many thanks
to the folks
who gave of
their time and
energy to help with cleanup projects indoors and out.
Among those who helped
over the weekend were:
Ron Cechner
Jim Cregar
Sue Doughman
Mark Fagerholm
Beth Krause
Ethan Krause
Jerry Moreno
Scott Olsen
Dave Rodenhausen
Marilyn Rodenhausen
Michelle Spicuzza
Nate Spicuzza
Pat Spicuzza
John Wahl

Tuesday, June 26 – Friday, June 29
9:30 a.m. - Noon
This summer’s Vacation Bible School – Under Construction - will, once
again, be done in coordination with our participation in this year’s
Lake-Geauga County Habitat for Humanity Apostles Build. In addition
to music, bible lessons, crafts and games, participants will learn about
the importance of housing and home ownership, and will help to
build items to be donated for our Habitat partner family’s home.
VBS is open to all children in the church and community age 3 – 5th
grade. Older youth and adults are invited to volunteer for either a
part of or the whole week. On Sunday, July 1, we will celebrate the
close of VBS with a special music program during worship and an Ice
Cream social during Fellowship. Registration forms are available at
church or online at http://valleypresbychurch.org/vacation-bibleschool/.

Sunday, June 3
Recognition Sunday

Sunday, June 10
Chapel in the Woods (weather
permitting) – please dress to be
outside!

Sunday, June 17
New members received; if you are
interested in becoming a member
of Valley, please contact the church
office.

Sunday, June 24
Guest Preacher, Rev. Eric Dillenbeck
Rev. Eric Dillenbeck has served the
PCUSA as a church educator and
pastor in churches in South
Carolina, Georgia and Ohio. He
currently serves as the Manager of
Community Partnerships for Youth
Opportunities Unlimited, a
nonprofit focused on youth
workforce development in the
Greater Cleveland area. He, also,
serves as the Executive Director of
the Heights Community Congress, a
small nonprofit based in Cleveland
Heights, committed to working for
fair housing and diverse and
equitable communities.

Is the Sanctuary one
of your favorite places
at Valley? Would you
like to be on the team
that prepares the
Sanctuary for worship
each Sunday? Shared
responsibilities
include: changing the
liturgical colors that
hang in the Sanctuary
(side banners, pulpit, Communion table), replacing candles,
preparing bread and “wine” for Communion, tidying the pews
prior to the Sunday service,
preparing the Sanctuary for
Easter and Advent. If you are
interested in details, please
talk to Beth Krause or other
current and past members of
the “Chancel Guild” – Jean
Strand (Communion
preparation), Jeanne Delaney
(liturgical colors), Marilyn
Rodenhausen. Many hands
make light work – we would
love to have you join our
team!

Congratulations Haig Family
Congrats and best wishes to the Haig
family on the addition of Rylee Mae, who
was born on March 8, 2018. Rylee is the
daughter of
Matthew and
Alyssa Haig,
sister of Kaleb Haig, and
granddaughter of Don and Nancy
Sullivan.

The Pass-It-On Store was conceived as a
Ministry of Love – a way for Valley to help
serve the needs of 1) those people who are
looking for a way to donate their belongings;
2) those people in our community who are
able to make use of these donated items;
and 3) those mission projects that can
benefit from the money raised by the store
sales.
In the fall of 2017, Session voted to provide
$2,000 in seed money to clean up, set up and
promote the store. This investment has
certainly paid off; as all three of the goals
stated above have been met and, in many
ways, exceeded. Donations have been
plentiful: the store always has a wide
selection of items; much has been donated
to outside groups such as City Mission and
Volunteers of America; and many additional
items are currently being stored on the
second floor of the barn. A cadre of 'regular'
shoppers have grown over the past six
months and the Friends of the Pass-It-On list
keeps growing. And sales have averaged in
excess of $1,000 per month, allowing Valley
to financially support projects such as
Montreat Youth Conference and Kid to Kid
Summer Sacks.
All of this is only possible through the faithful
dedication of many volunteers and the spirit
of hospitality that is extended through them
and into the community. We want our
community to know that there are gifts that
come from God and are meant to be shared.
Pass-It-On truly is a Ministry of Love!

On Sunday, May 20, we
recognized graduates from high
school and college degree
programs. Our prayers go with them as they
move on to their next phase in the journey:
Ben Anderson - Graduating from Berkshire High
School.

Grace Cannon - Graduating from Kenston High
School and will be attending University of Dayton
in the fall.
Kelly Cregar - Graduated from Ohio State
University with a Bachelors of Sociology and will
be attending AT Still University for a doctorate in
Occupational Therapy.
Mikala Izzo - Graduating from Chagrin Falls High
School and will be attending Notre Dame
University in the fall.
Andrew Krause - Graduated from Ohio Northern
University.
Brett Louis - Graduating from Kenston High
School and will be attending Lakeland
Community College studying business/
entrepreneurship in the fall.

Madison Spicuzza - Graduating from Kenston
High School and will be attending University of
Dayton in the fall.
AJ Wahl - Graduating from Chagrin Falls High
School and will be attending Villanova University
in the fall.
John Yakovac - Graduating from Kenston High
School and will be attending Ohio State
University in Mansfield in the fall.
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Delivering Kid to Kid
Summer Sacks

