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Called as Partners 
 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
 

During the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, which is celebrated each year throughout the 
Christian family January 18-25, I had two profound opportunities to experience the richness of our 
common Christian tradition, and the ways that we can / do /must partner with one another in 
order to fulfill God’s vision for ministry and mission in our world. 
 

On Sunday, January 22, I participated in a pulpit exchange, 
organized by the Chagrin Valley Council of Churches, with the 
Federated Church (United Church of Christ) in Chagrin Falls.  
While their pastor, Rev. Hamilton Throckmorton, led worship at 
Valley, I was given the opportunity to preach at Federated.  On 
that particular Sunday, Federated offered a gift to support the 
work of Two Foundation, a fantastic job-training program for 
young adults with special needs – a program close to my heart.  
You can see their work in action by visiting Two Café and 
Boutique in the Market Square East shopping center, 8578 E 
Washington Street, or online at www.twocafeandboutique.com. 
 

The following evening, on Monday, January 23, the Presbytery of the Western Reserve held its 
stated meeting at North Presbyterian Church, our long-time mission partner congregation, which is 
housed in the Lutheran Metropolitan Ministries building – a renovated industrial warehouse at 
4515 Superior Avenue in Cleveland.  During the Presbytery meeting, we got to hear about the 
impact that LMM and North Church are having with the homeless and transitional population in 
Cleveland, including plans to create more supportive housing options in the coming years. 

 
 

LMM’s President and CEO, Andrew Genszler, commented that 
during his first tour of the building, he saw the future of the 
church:  a partnership between denominations, a ministry that 
extends deep into the community, a space that has been 
reclaimed and repurposed for mission, with lives that are 
impacted and changed in profound ways. 

 
(Continued on Page 5) 

Worship Service every Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 

http://www.twocafeandboutique.com


Thursdays 

7:30 a.m. Men’s Prayer Breakfast in 

Fellowship Hall 

6:30 p.m. Bell Choir Practice 

7:30 p.m. Adult Choir Practice 
 

Sunday, February 5 

9:15 a.m. Adult Education 

10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 

 Holy Communion 

11:30 a.m. Fellowship in Fellowship Hall 

12:00 p.m. Commission Meetings 
 

Sunday, February 12 

9:15 a.m. Adult Education 

10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 

 Church World Service Blankets+ 

11:30 a.m. Fellowship in Fellowship Hall 

12:00 p.m. Deacon’s Meeting (Library) 
 

Tuesday, February 14 

1:00 p.m. Sarah Circle Meeting 
 

Sunday, February 19 

9:15 a.m. Adult Education 

10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 

11:30 a.m. Fellowship in Fellowship Hall 
 

Monday, February 20 

7:00 p.m. Session Meeting (Library) 
 

Sunday, February 26 

9:15 a.m. Adult Education 

10:30 a.m. Worship in Sanctuary 

11:30 a.m. Fellowship in Fellowship Hall 

Sarah Circle 
 

Sarah Circle will meet at the 
home of Jean Strand on February 
14 at 1:00 p.m.  Carol Ferguson 
will lead Lesson 6 of “Who is 
Jesus”.  All women of Valley are 
welcome!  
 

If interested in joining this bible study group, please 
call Carol Ferguson at 440-543-8377. 
 

Adult Education 
 

On Sunday, February 5, a new 
Adult Education series will begin.  
The focus is on “The Great Ends of 
the Church” as they are laid out in 
our denomination’s Book of Order.  
Do you know them?  Would you 
like to explore what principles 
guide our church and its ministry?  
The class meets at 9:15 a.m. on 
Sundays in the church library.  Books are available for 
$5 and all are welcome to attend. 

 

On January 27, 2017 the Valley Presbyterian Men’s 
Prayer Breakfast group celebrated its 33rd 
anniversary of ministry.  Over these decades, many 
men have faithfully gathered to share fellowship, to 
pray together, and to write tens of thousands of 
letters of encouragement to individuals going 
through difficult times.  If you would like to attend, 
they meet each Thursday morning from 7:30 to 8:30 
a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  If you would like to 

support the ministry of the 
Men’s Prayer Breakfast, you 
can make a donation toward 
the purchase of stamps.  We 
give thanks for their ongoing 
great work! 
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 On Super Bowl Sunday, February 5, 2017, the 

youth group will be 
collecting donations for the 
Souper Bowl of Caring, a 
national program to help 
tackle hunger in local 
communities.  At the close 

of the worship service, youth will have soup pots 
for collecting money to support the Chagrin Falls 
Park Community Center food bank. 

 
 
 

Church World Service Blankets+  
Sunday, February 12 

 

This February, once again, Valley will be 
participating in CWS Blankets+ program.  
How does our congregation's support change 
lives?  
 

Contributions to CWS Blankets and Tools 
mean that Church World Service will be 
ready to help families, here and around the 
world, recover from disasters and 
displacement.  We can help people gain the 
resources and develop the skills necessary to 
build or rebuild sustainable lives and 
communities. 
 

Some ways our support plays out in real life: 
 Through homeless shelters and warming 

stations; 
 Through CWS relief and recovery 

assistance in the Midwest after tornadoes 
and floods; 

 Through tools, seeds and microcredit loans 
for members of CWS supported co-ops in 
rural, poverty-prone communities in Haiti; 

 11,400 CWS blankets were sent to help in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy; 

 Through providing fishing boats that are 
helping fishermen build sustainable 
livelihoods. 

 

These are just some examples of how 
Blankets+ reaches out to those in need in the 
USA and around the world.  Envelopes will 
be provided in mid-February.  Please 
consider a generous gift to Blankets+. 
 

Severance Hall tickets, Raised and Glazed Donuts 
for a year, Gardening Basket, Nautica Queen 
River Cruise — these are just some of the items 
up for auction/raffle at Bright Night 2017!  Our 
biggest and most fun fundraiser of the year is 
March 4th, 7:00 p.m. at Adam Hall in Auburn 
Twp.  Join us for the wine/beer tasting, the silent 
auction – and a lot of fun!  Invitations are in the 
Narthex or see Heidi Cregar. 
  
Registration for next fall is, also, underway – if 
you know of anyone with preschool-age children, 
please pass the word about Heart of Valley – our 
best advertising comes from YOU!  
 

As we begin the 2nd half of our school year, we 
just want to say thank you, again, to the 
members of Valley for your support – with your 
help we have a very happy, loving and caring 
preschool atmosphere, and it shows on each 
child’s face every day! 
 

Heidi Cregar  
Director 
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Church Anniversary 
 

The celebration of Valley 
Presbyterian Church’s 60th 
anniversary will take place on 
Sunday, September 24, both 
during the morning worship 
service and at an 
extraordinary mission and fellowship event 
that afternoon. 
 

As a way of blessing 
others as we have been 
blessed, Valley has 
invited Stop Hunger 
Now to lead us in a 
Meal-Packaging Event.  
Our goal will be to 
package 10,000 meals 

to be distributed to local, national and 
international food and disaster-relief agencies.   
 

We hope and pray that this will be a joyful, 
meaningful and impactful celebration of the 
ways that Valley has impacted lives over the 
past 60 years and – with God’s blessing – will 
continue to do so long into the future. 

Presbytery Meeting 
 
Valley Presbyterian Church will host the 
Presbytery of the Western Reserve for its 
stated meeting on Saturday, September 23, 
beginning at 9 a.m.  This will take place in 
conjunction with the celebration of our 60th 
anniversary on Sunday, September 24 and will 
involve another 10,000 meals packaged 
through Stop Hunger Now by members of the 
Presbytery.  Stay tuned for opportunities to 
volunteer with hospitality on September 23. 

January Session Notes 
 
 Elected Gary Brockett to serve as clerk of 

session; re-elected Mark Fagerholm and 
Donna Lucas to serve as co-treasurers. 

 Heard the report of the Nominating 
Committee with candidates to be presented 
at the January 29, 2017 Annual Meeting. 

 Discussed plans for the celebration of the 
church’s 60th anniversary in September. 

 Resolved to support Rev. Wahl as he 
prepares to begin a Doctor of Ministry 
program at University of Dubuque 
Theological Seminary, requiring him to be on 
campus one week for the next three years, 
beginning this May. 

 Discussed plans for a monthly speaker series 
to begin later in the year and be open to the 
wider community. 
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This seven-week sermon series – based on the 
seven traditional sacramental rites of the church 
– is intended to remind us of how we might live 
as Christians in community – because to be a 
Christian is to be connected, to be a part of the 
church, and therefore to do what churches do.  
During January, we have explored the 
sacraments of baptism, confirmation, anointing 
the sick and ordination.  In February, we 
continue to explore these topics: 
 
 Feb. 5 – Communion – the church feeds us. 
 Feb. 12 – Confession / Reconciliation – the 

church tells us we are broken and healed. 
 Feb. 19 – Marriage – the church unites us. 



Called as Partners 
(Continued from Page 1) 

 
 

It reminded me of a newer hymn that we sometimes sing, Called as Partners in Christ’s Service, 
which is set to the more traditional tune, Beecher: 
 

Called as partners in Christ’s service, called to ministries of grace, 
We respond with deep commitment, fresh new lines of faith to trace. 
May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend with friend, 

Equal partners in our caring, to fulfill God’s chosen end. 
(verse one, Jane Parker Huber, 1981) 

 

Friends, we have each been called by God to be partners:  with our communities, with our 
neighboring churches, with one another in this congregation and – most importantly – with Christ 
who calls us as disciples.  In a world that can often seem so polarized, scripture reminds us that 
our unity in Christ is stronger than anything which might divide us. 
 

Together in Christ, 
Pastor John 
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The Co-Moderators of the 222nd General Assembly (2016), the Rev. Denise Anderson and the Rev. 
Jan Edmiston, invite the church to join them in a literary journey on race. "One Church One Book" 
is an opportunity for PC(USA) members to read, reflect, share and listen with the help of a variety 

of resources and conversation-starters provided with each selected book.   
 

WAKING UP WHITE  
and Finding Myself in the Story of Race 

By Debby Irving 
 

Waking Up White is the book I wish someone had handed me decades ago.  My 
hope is that by sharing my sometimes cringe-worthy struggle to understand racism 
and racial tensions, I offer a fresh perspective on bias, stereotypes, manners, and 
tolerance.  As I unpack my own long-held beliefs about colorblindness, being a good 
person, and wanting to help people of color, I reveal how each of these well-
intentioned mindsets actually perpetuated my ill-conceived ideas about race.  I also 
explain why and how I’ve changed the way I talk about racism, work in racially mixed 

groups, and understand the racial justice movement as a whole.  Exercises at the end of each 
chapter prompt readers to explore their own racialized ideas.  Waking Up White's personal 
narrative is designed to work well as a rapid read, a book group book, or support reading for 
courses exploring racial and cultural issues. 
 

Look for book discussion times to begin in March. 



Valley Presbyterian Church 

17560 Chillicothe Road 

Chagrin Falls, OH  44023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Telephone:  (440) 543-1071            Fax:  (440) 543-4047 

  www.valleypresbychurch.org 

  Office e-mail:  valleypc@netlink.net  
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North Church Partnership 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the January 23, 2017 meeting of the Presbytery of the Western Reserve,  
Valley was recognized as one of North Presbyterian Church’s ten partner congregations. 


